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From the President September 2019
I hope you are doing well, now that the summer heat has subsided a little, although when I arrived
back from cold wet England I was still taken aback at the contrast, expecting it to be a lot cooler.
Leaving the issues of England behind is a relief in itself and I will refrain from mentioning the “B”
word, better to watch from afar. We have been looking forward to our mini-break that has become
a regular feature of our annual activities, and we were not disappointed with the events organised
for our Club. John Richardson, as usual, pulled out all the stops and every single step worked out
beautifully, particularly that half the time he was not even in Spain. The latest innovation instigated
by John, is to dispense with our traditional “tulip diagrams” and use the latest technology by
producing route diagrams directly courtesy of Google maps. This approach has the added
advantage of reducing Club expenses as no need to reconnoitre the route beforehand. Well done
John.

Mini Break to Sanlucar de Barrameda.
I am pleased to note that members are regularly visiting our website, initially to confirm that
payments made to the Club had gone through and correctly recorded. By doing so one can also
see the names of member’s intending to participate in the event. All in all, a more transparent
undertaking visible to everyone, long may it continue in this vain. Technology is all around us, we
may as well use it to our advantage.
At our meeting point we had a short delay due to a mishap to one of our members, directly due to
an error by another motorist. Putting that behind us we were soon on our way with the faster
smaller cars leaving yours truly in their rear-view mirrors. I only had Mike and Linda Hennel in their
e-type Jaguar for company for most of the way to Sanlucar. Beautiful countryside and perfect
roads with hardly any traffic, but then that is why we live here.
Our first evening started off with an early
evening stroll along the river front and then a
meal organised by John. Very picturesque but
the mosquitoes had the better of us and hence
we all moved inside the restaurant. Pleasant
attentive staff who realised that we were not
going to tolerate the mosquito infestation. Being
near the wide river and being a very humid
night, it was not surprising that all the bugs in
Spain were having a social evening. Wine had
ben included in the price we paid for the meal
and I have say that the establishment was very
generous to our Club. A great evening and we
shall return

The next day we had two events
scheduled for our Club, a river
boat trip to a National Park and
Sherry Bodega. The National
Park is unique in Spain in that it
has been preserved to show how
the population lived in this part of
Spain in the past. Great care has
been taken not to introduce
modern civilisation elements.
There are still the decedents of
the original families who owned
the land and houses who
regularly visit to maintain their
property but no longer live in the
Park. Unfortunate at this time of
year the insects are at their most
prolific.

The presentation by our guide was so knowledgeable and
detailed, it was difficult to remember all the facts related to
our group. Bodegas Barbadillo is one of the 10 oldest family
businesses in Spain, participates in the development of
Manzanilla as a universal wine. The first time that export data
for “Manzanilla” appears is in 1827, specifically in a sample
sent to Philadelphia, in the United States. The success was
such that shortly after Barbadillo launched “La Pastora”, the
world's first and only bottled chamomile, a leader in sales at
the time. Visiting the Manzanilla Museum and touring the bicentenary Bodegas de Barbadillo, allowed us to discover a
story that began in 1821 when Benigno Barbadillo arrived in
Sanlúcar from Mexico. We rounded off our visit with a tasting
session.

Volunteers required for our 2020 events programme
Over the years we have had some varied events up and down the Costa and sometimes inland.
Because we have been in existence for so long it has required real imagination to come up with
novel monthly outings. So we, that is your Committee, are asking for volunteers to come forward
to help our Club through 2020. Anyone who does step forward will be given substantial help by
other members who have already contributed. It really is not that onerous and there are no
restrictions on the format of the event. We have gained a great deal of experience over the years
on what works and what is well supported by the membership. That experience and help is
available to any member wishing to hold an event. So please have a think and contact John
Richardson our hard-working Secretary.

October Club Activity.
We have 2 events during October;
October 9 is our Wednesday lunch date which will be at Los Olivos, Calahonda. We are always
well looked after, this venue offers excellent service and food.
October 12 is our Saturday run, organised by our intrepid ‘Spanish Liaison’ Officer, Nick SuttonWadham. We will meet at Laguna Beach, Estepona, but depart a little earlier than usual because
after driving to Jimena de la Frontera, where we will park and leave the cars at the railway station,
we will be catching the very scenic train to Ronda where we will have lunch before catching the
train back to the cars. The train is approx €14, but Nick will be trying for group rates if we have
enough takers. I have done this train journey myself and I can assure you it’s an excellent trip. We
still have a very few places.
It is very helpful if you could advise John Richardson of intentions to attend.
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